CT and MRI findings with contrast enhancement of small pancreatic adenocarcinoma in the late phase.
A 60-year-old female was found to have high serum amylase concentrations at a medical check-up. Dynamic computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging demonstrated a mass in the body of the pancreas, which was enhanced in the late phase of the scans by administration of a contrast medium. Endoscopic retrograde pancreatography showed a stenosis of the main pancreatic duct at the body, and brushing cytology from the region revealed adenocarcinoma. Distal pancreatectomy was performed. The tumor was a well-differentiated adenocarcinoma, measuring 15 x l0 mm. Fibrous tissues were sparsely distributed in the tumor, and there was an increase of dilated veins, in particular at the margin. Late-phase enhancement of the tumor with computed tomography or magnetic resonance imaging was considered to be correlated with this abundant vascular structure in the tumor. Marked tumor enhancement in the late phase might be a characteristic finding suggesting an early-stage pancreatic adenocarcinoma, which should be carefully checked.